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Media Security and Reliability Council





“Emergency Public Information Capabilities”

 – Southeast Media Reliability & Security Council

What is MSRC?

In March 2002, six months after the attacks of September 11, the Federal Communications Commission established the Media Security and Reliability Council, or MSRC. The council is made up of leaders of media companies, emergency response organizations and other entities. The FCC asked the council to make recommendations of best practices that, when implemented, will assure the optimal reliability, robustness and security of broadcast and MVPD facilities throughout the United States. 

The public faces a variety of threats

· WMD, bombs and other immediate attacks

· Longer lasting events such as bioterror, disease

· Threats to public utilities, schools, public transportation

· Blackouts, hurricanes, tornados, floods, fires and other emergencies

What is the goal of MSRC?

The continuing availability of service from broadcast, cable and DBS providers during emergencies is critical to public health and safety.

All local media and public health and safety officials must work together before and during an emergency to provide necessary information to the public.

The Stakeholders

	The public

	First responders
	Government (local, county, state, federal)

	FCC
	News agencies

	Broadcast television
	Radio

	Cable television
	Satellite radio

	Satellite television
	New Media


What is the objective?

The ultimate objective is to create a public/private partnership that will effectively deliver emergency information to citizens as quickly as possible to mitigate the impact of major emergencies and disasters. 

When is MSRC initiated?

1. If there is a declared emergency

                                and 

2. If one or more broadcast outlets is impaired

In an emergency, the media is the voice of the Emergency responders

How we work with EMS


· Formal agreement with all Stakeholders

· Maintain an updated Contact/Communication list

· Broadcast Restoration plan (equipment and services list to restore broadcast functions as soon as possible)  

· Part of the Milwaukee Emergency plan MSRC representative in the EOC (technical person to advise on best use of media outlets)

· Statewide in Wisconsin

More information

www.wi-broadcasters.org/msrc/

www.mediasecurity.org/

Contact Dean Maytag 

dmaytag@hearst.com for a copy of the MSRC Plan
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