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State of Wisconsin
 

INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE MEMO

03-01-08
DATE:
March 25, 2008
TO:
County Emergency Management Directors


County Sheriffs


State Patrol PCO Supervisors

FROM:
Johnnie L. Smith

Administrator

SUBJECT:
2008 TORNADO & SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK DRILL INFORMATION AND WARNING PROCEDURES
Governor Doyle has proclaimed April 21-25, 2008 as Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin.  The statewide tornado drill is scheduled for Thursday, April 24, 2008.  This drill is an opportunity for you and your communities to review and discuss your emergency operations plans and warning policies.  While Wisconsin averages 21 tornadoes a year, there has already experienced severe weather on January 7 of this year in southern Wisconsin.  These actual events emphasize the need for these drills.    

The state drill format will be similar to the last four years.  The “mock” tornado watch will be issued at 1:00 p.m.  The “mock” tornado warnings for each county will be issued at intervals determined by the National Weather Service (NWS) Forecast Office.  The times for each county warning are listed on the attached chart.  The test will conclude at 2:00 p.m.

If severe weather should be present in the state on the day of the drill, the test watch and warning will be postponed until Friday, April 25 with the same time schedule.  If severe weather is forecast for Friday, the drill will be cancelled.  

On the morning of the drill, if severe weather is expected for any portion of the state, the National Weather Service will notify Wisconsin Emergency Management and the determination as to whether the drill will be run or postponed will be made.  Notification of a postponement will be by a statewide NAWAS announcement and all county emergency management directors will be e-mailed.  

The test tornado messages will be transmitted through the Wisconsin portion of the National Warning System (NAWAS), with relay to non-NAWAS counties from either State Patrol Districts or neighboring warning centers.  Milwaukee NWS forecast office will transmit the “mock” tornado watch for the entire state over the NAWAS at 1:00PM.  It is expected that each NWS forecast office will transmit their separate “mock” warnings over NAWAS at their prescribed times.  The NAWAS is the primary communication tool in issuing urgent severe weather messages in Wisconsin.  Counties with direct NAWAS drops should make certain their terminals are functioning properly.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio Network will also be activated for these drills.

It is at the discretion of the local television and radio stations if they participate in the drill and activate the Emergency Alert System (EAS).  Broadcasters and cable providers are only required to carry national EAS messages.  Many broadcasters take their severe weather messages directly from the NOAA Weather Radio Network.

Wisconsin Emergency Management will also have information about Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week available on our Website at:

http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov

We urge you to use this year’s tornado drill to review your plans, procedures and equipment for the upcoming severe weather season.  If you have any questions regarding Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week, please contact your Regional Emergency Management Director.
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