Your Letterhead

(Date)
Your State Senator or State Representative (insert name) 

Address
…, WI …
RE: WI STATE DISASTER FUND 

Dear Senator or Representative (insert their name), 

The Wisconsin Disaster Fund was created by Wisconsin Act 269, signed into law in April 2006.  The intent of the fund is to assist jurisdictions that are effected by disasters, but do not necessarily meet the thresholds set forth by FEMA for a Federal Disaster Declaration.  The funds can be used for debris removal, protective actions, and road repairs that occur as part of a disaster.   

There have been several disasters recently where counties have applied for/received awards from the fund.  Some of these events include the tornados in Stoughton in 2005, the Oconto tornados in 2007, and the recent tornados in Kenosha County.  

Although these events were not significant enough to receive federal aid, the definitely had a substantial financial impact on the local governments.   

According to Wisconsin Emergency Management Information and Guidance Memo 11-01-06, the fund was to “consist of a $3 million annual appropriation from the PECFA fund”.  This has not occurred since Act 269 was passed into law.  The funds from the original appropriation were carried over at the end of FY 2007 without additional funds being added.  The account currently sits at approximately $415,000.  There are a number of outstanding requests that could reduce the fund significantly.  

Without legislation to add additional funds to the account, there may not be funds available to local jurisdictions affected by disasters for the rest of this biennium.  As a result, local jurisdictions affected by disasters that do not meet the federal criteria could bear the entire cost of the disaster – this would be devastating to most jurisdictions in Brown County.  

I am urging you to introduce/support legislation that will add additional funds to the WI Disaster Fund.  Thank you very much for your attentions to this most important issue!

Sincerely,

