
Adams County Emergency Management

400 Main Street  PO Box 144                                     emmgmt@co.adams.wi.us                                     Telephone  608-339-4248

Friendship WI 53934-0144                                                                                                                         FAX            608-339-4299

December 11, 2007

Re:
Request for FFY 09 EMPG Funding Be Maintained 

As Director and sole employee of Adams County (WI) Emergency Management Department in central Wisconsin, I am the person responsible for emergency preparedness, training and exercising for our 21,000 residents and the lead planner for our:  1st responders (6 volunteer fire departments, 1 county sheriff department, 2 municipal police departments, EMS and public health) and our fixed chemical facilities.  Our local governments and schools also depend on this office for their preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation assistance as well.

I am pleading that EMPG current funding levels be a priority of your request letter to the Congressional Appropriations Committee during the upcoming budget cycle.  These are EMPG dollars that directly fund salary and office operations with a match on the state and local level to help maintain our county’s preparedness through planning, training and communications capabilities of all our 1st responders.  If EMPG funding is cut $21,500 would be lost revenue to Adams County.  While this seems a small amount of money, my position would be cut to half-time of 20 hours/week because our local county budget cannot absorb that loss in funding.  Educational outreach programs to all ages would be the first program to be lost as well as other preparedness efforts.
Being one of the fastest growing counties in Wisconsin that nearly doubles summer weekends due to visitors here, one would expect a quiet and serene area. While terrorism may not be our greatest threat, natural and technological disaster events occur here with great frequency.  In the last three and ½ years since May of 2004, Adams county alone has endured:  a tornado with countywide flooding over a two-week span; an electrical power outage that covered 1/3 of the county during a snow storm and below zero temperatures; a smaller tornado; and a 3400 acre wildfire that took four days to contain and control where 20 homes and 30 outbuildings were lost, and a near-failure of a large earthen dam with 3150 property owners impacted.    

Emergency preparedness is everyone’s business – but Emergency Management requires specific training and capabilities.  Help us maintain those capabilities with adequate funding to do our jobs.  Wisconsin’s state government has legislated counties may increase their county budgets by no more than 2% annually.  That will not even cover normal salary increases or ever rising health insurance rates.
Further the cuts proposed to Law Enforcement and Fire grants will be devastating to our small counties where county economies and state budget restrictions cannot support increasing local tax levies.

I can be reached by 608-339-4248 or emmgmt@co.adams.wi.us Monday – Friday if you have any questions.    

Sincerely,

Jane L Grabarski, Director

